Contact: Clay Carlton

PO Box 13199
Denver, CO  80205
(303) 297-3244

http://www.cigarstothetroops.org
clay@cttt.com
Cigars to The Troops Hosts Annual Dinner and A Smoke Charity Event
Denver, Colorado -- June 08, 2007 – Cigars To The Troops will host their annual Dinner And A Smoke charity event on Wednesday June 13th at the Buenos Aires Grill (21st and Arapahoe).Tickets are $45 per person before the event or $55 at the door, which includes a donation to the foundation. Admission includes a three-course dinner, two premium hand rolled Cigars To The Troops cigars, and a raffle ticket. There will also be live music by internationally acclaimed guitarist Rene Heredia, a silent auction, wine and scotch tasting and a cash bar. All proceeds from the silent auction go to Cigars To The Troops. 
Cigars To The Troops, founded by Clay Carlton, began with a passion for cigars and has blossomed into an international outreach. From his early years, there are two things Clay has always loved: working with his hands and smoking cigars. Those two passions, coupled with his good heart, lead to a small store front on 22nd street at Larimer Street in downtown Denver where you will find Clay’s barber shop and one-man cigar factory; it is also the home of Cigars To The Troops. 
After owning various barbershops throughout the Rocky Mountains, Clay decided fulfill a lifelong dream and learn how to roll cigars. Two months later, after studying under a Cuban Master roller eight to ten hours a day, he headed home and spent all of his free time over the next few months perfecting his trade. Still working a few days at his shop in Vail, Clay moved to Denver and opened up a cigar and barber shop. One December day in Vail in 2004, Clay was reading through a cigar magazine and came upon a letter. This letter was from a retired USAF Lieutenant Colonel veteran asking if someone could send some cigars to Major Brian Ballard stationed in Iraq. One box of Clay’s hand-rolled cigars and some press in the local newspaper led to a growing list of troops who were receiving cigars from him. One evening a woman who was visiting Vail came in and said her husband was stationed in Iraq and would appreciate some cigars. Clay took his information and promised to send him cigars monthly as well. The woman made a donation and left the store. That night she talked to her husband on the phone and told him about the cigars. He loved the idea and told her to go back and make another donation, so she did. At that point Clay decided "if that (sending cigars to the troops), is what the people supported, it could be as big as they wanted."
   After a check for $5,000 from an anonymous donor, Clay decided that the public had spoken and he had to take the foundation to the next level.  That led to applying and receiving federal non-profit status in June of 2006. By that time the list of troops was still growing and the mission was already in full swing. Cigars To The Troops sent over 11,000 cigars in 2006 and a record 3,500 for the Christmas shipment alone. Since then the foundation has steadily grown and expanded. The official website was recently launched, www.cigarstothetroops.org, and they also have introduced new products such as camouflage humidors and Cigars To The Troops branded coffee. One hundred percent of the profits from these profits benefit the foundation and their goal to ship 10,000 cigars a month.
For more information: http://www.cigarstothetroops.org or contact info@cttt.org. 

Phone (303) 297-3244
###
